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I. ExtraSi of a Letter dated at Rome, Aug. 
5- I 747- from Mr. Hoare, a young Sta- 
tuary y -7 ww purfuing his Studies there \ 
to his Brother Mr. Ho?. re, an eminent 
Painter at Bath, giving a port Account of 
fo/ne of the principal antique Fid u res found 
in the Ruins of Herculaneum at Portici, 
near Naples: Communicated hy the Rev. 
Mr. Birch. 

Read at a Meeting p> ^ -« H I S CitV WHS OVCL'- 

of tnc Royal bocicty, r H \ , ' . r .. , , 

October 22. 1747. M thrown and (wallow d 

y up by an Earthquake 

near 1 700 Years fmct\ 
Some of the molt remarkable Curiofitics, wc faw, 
were, 

1. A Pi&urc of about five Feet long, and four 
Feet wide, reprcfenting the Education of Achilles, 
by his Maftcr Chiron the Centaur. The Figures arc 
about half as h\% as the Life. That of Achilles is 
{landing in a noble Adion, and is fecn in Front, as 
the principal Objcd of the Pidure. He feems to 
hearken with great Attention to, and is looking Rea- 
dily on the Centaur, who is ken almoft in a Side 
View. The Figures are both finely coloured, and 
well drawn; but that of the young Man mod exqui- 
fkely fo. 

2. Next to this is a Pidure of about three Feet 
and an half high, and narrow, in which is a Wo- 
man facrificing. The Figure is about two Feet high. 
This Pidure feems to have been taken out of fome 
Compartimcnt of Ornaments. 
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3. Next to this is a broken Piece, rcprcfenting 
the judgment of 'Parts. The Figures are about the 
fame Size as that laft abovc-mention'd. They are 
not intirc ; the bottom Part being broken off about 
the Knees. This is alfo a very fine Pidure ; but it 
is iropofliblc to judge of all its Beauties, as it is 
extremely changed and decayed ; which is quite con- 
trary to .ill the others, hut, in particular, to that of 
Chiron and Achilles? which is in a manner as frefh 
as if it had been painted but Yeftcrday. 

4. The next is a fine Pidure of the Story of 
Virginia. The Figures are fomcthing bigger than 
thole in the abovementioncd. The Characters and 
Exprcflions of the Heads arc admirable. That of 
Appius gives a juft Idea of the furious Tranfports in 
which the Artift defigncd to defcribe him. Vir- 
ginia is weeping ; and, in a word, all the Figures 
arc finely difpofed, and the Characters well adapted 
to the Subjcd. 

f. Two large Pidurcs were in a Nich in a Bafi- 
lica, about five or fix Feet high. The firft repre- 
sents Thefeus victorious over the Minotaur. He is 
(landing in a free and fine Pofturc : One Foot is on 
the Head of the Minotaur. But what feemed odd 
to me, was the Figure of that Monftcr itfelf, which 
I had always feen differently rcprcfcntcd; for, in 
this Pidure, the Head only represents that of a Bull, 
which is joined to the Body of a Man. Several 
little Genii, or Cupids (,\s we call them), all feem 
impatient to (hew their Refpcd to their Deliverer: 
One kiflcs his Hand, another clafps round his Leg, 
and fcveral others arc in different Attitudes of Gra- 
titude, 
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titudc. The Figures arc almoft as large as final 1 

6. The other Picture reprcfenrs Hercules ajid 
the God dels o( Nature. The Figure of Hercules is 
(landing (fcen in a Side View) rcpoling on his Club 5 
fomcthing like the Statue in the Fame ft Palace ar 
Rome. There is a Victory crowning the Hero, and 
the Goddels is fitting before him, and iccms to ap- 
plaud and thank him for his Labours. There are 
Numbers of fymbolicai Figures bcfidesin this Picture. 
Behind the Goddcfs is a Satyr, and at Hcrcules\ 
Feet a Bov fuckinu; a Doc. My Friend, who con- 
du£tcd me, took particular Notice, how delicately 
the Doc itemed to difpofc of her Legs, not to hurt 
the Child } whilft at the fame time fhc is licking his 
Knees, as a Mark of her Tcndcrncfs for him. This 
Picture is equal to the firft-mentioned; being exqui- 
fitcly finely drawn and coloured, and well com 
pofed, 

7. There is a little Pi&urc, which I thought ex- 
tremely odd for its Compofition. It is about 1 Foot 
and an half long, and eight or nine Inches high: It 
is a Parrot drawing a Chariot fomething like our 
modern Chailcs . In the Chariot fits a fort of large 
Horfe-fly, whole two Horns ferve for the Bridle and 
Reins to guide the Parrot. 

8. Two Pi&ures, of about four Feet and an half 
long, rcprefent the Stage of a Theatre, with Come- 
dians playing their Parts upon it. The Perfpe&iyc 
in thefc Pictures is very well obferved. 

9. A Wedding, confiding of three Figures only* 
They are much in the fame Tafte of thofe of Aldo- 
brandings Marriage at Rome. There are befides 
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Numbers of little Frizes reprcfenting Sacrifices, and 
other Ceremonies, of the ancient Pagans s moll of 
them on black or red Grounds. 

Thcfe Pictures fhew, that the Anticnts understood 
Pcrfpcttivc and Landfchapc, I mean, the Keeping par- 
ticularly, which I have heard ftrongly difputed ; but 
no one that has feen thcfe Pi&ures will, I believe, 
make any Doubt of it. 

It would be impoffible for me to give you an 
exact: Dcfcription of all the Pi&urcs; as there arc fa 
many entire, befides the Bits, and Fragments 
of others. Of fome, the Heads only remain $ 
and of others, Pieces of Figures; Numbers of (mall 
Landfchapcs; Views of Architecture; Flowers and 
Fruit, painted extremely light and elegantly. There 
arc even ibmc grorefque Pi&ures, fomcthing in the 
Taftc of India Painting. Moll of the fmali ones 
have been taken out of Compartiments: The 
Guardian (hewed me fcvcral Places from whence 
they had been taken. They ftiil prcfervc a Beauty 
iiiperior to any thing we fee now-a-days: The Co- 
louring, Drawing, and Liberty of Pencil, may vie 
with the Works of any xMafter, even of Raphael 
himfelf. 

There are two Rooms full of them. Perhaps 

you will lay I have given you an Account but of 

very few. In the firft place I muft inform you, 

that no one is admitted without an Order from the 
King's Superintendant 5 and that, when one does 
■fee them, the Guardian has Orders not to permit 
any Per/on to take any Sketch or Account what- 
ever of the Pictures. My Friend went thither but 

once. 
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once, and that after Dinner, when- we came down from 
Mount Vefitvius. The Account I have herein given 
is all I could particularly remember in the Evening 
when we came home. They are continually find- 
ing more Pi&ures every Day^ and I do aflurc you, 
that had I a Month to fpare, I would willingly go on 
Foot to Naples y to have the Pleafure of ftudying thofe I 
have already feen, and feeing thofe which have been 
discovered iuice. * 

N. B« Cardinal Albania at Rome, has an antique 
Group of Thefeus and the Minotaur 5 where 
the Minotaur has the Head only of a Bull, as 
in the Pi&ure above-mentioned* 
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XL A Letter from Mr. G. Stovin to his Son y 
concerning the Body of a Woman, and an 
antique Shoe, found in a Morafs in the 
Iile of Axholm in Lincolnshire. 

Read oa. 22-. r y^HE Beginning of June laft, a la- 
*747« J^ bouring Man, oiAmcotts in the 

IOe of Axholm, in the County of Lincoln? was 
digging Turf or Peat in the Moors of Amcotts § 
and, at about fix Foot from the Surface, his Spade 
cut the Toe of a Sandal, which dropped into the 
Pit he was graveing Peat in 5 alfo Part of the Foot 
dropped in, which terrified the Man, and he left it. 
Hearing of this Difcovery, I went and took fome 
Servants with me, to make further Difcovery 5 when 
we foon found the other Sandal (which I now fend 

you 
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* Sec more of thifc Curiofities in theft Tranf, N°. 436 ^nd 458- 



